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Sons of Vancouver leads the way as B.C. distilleries make their mark at Canadian
Whisky Awards
by Mike Usinger on January 19th, 2026 at 3:31 PM
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Get the best of Vancouver in your inbox, every Tuesday and Thursday. Sign up for our free newsletter.
 

British Columbia distillers continue to do themselves proud, with innovators Sons of Vancouver, Macaloney’s, and Bearface all
scoring big at the 2026 Canadian Whisky Awards in Victoria.

Sons of Vancouver continues to cement itself as an industry leader. The North Vancouver distillery took home the award for
Canadian Whisky Producer of the Year,  as well as the Best Cask Strength Whisky nod for its The First Crack of a Crème Brûlée’
wheated rye. SOV’s Wheated Rye was celebrated as Best New Whisky, while the crew behind the scenes won Blending Team of
the Year.

Macaloney’s Distillery received the Award of Excellence in Product Innovation for its The Peat Project, while Bearface’s Triple
Oak was named Corn Whisky of the Year.
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Traditionally held during Victoria Whisky Festival, the Canadian Whisky Awards sees an independent panel of experts do blind
tastings. Over two dozen awards were handed out at the 16th annual edition of the awards.

For the full list of winners, go here.
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Gord Downie of the Tragically Hip once suggested that he would like to fight Mike Usinger. For which Mike Usinger didn't blame him one bit. 
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Grading how the Vancouver Canucks’ Olympians performed in Milano Cortina
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Bite of Burnaby is back and hungry for more
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