
Whisky enthusiasts and curious con-
noisseurs are gearing up for the 18th 

Victoria Whisky Festival, set to take 
place from Jan. 18 to 21, 2024, at the 
Hotel Grand Pacific.

This annual event promises to be a 
true extravaganza for whisky lovers, 
featuring an extended lineup that in-
cludes distillers, global brand ambas-
sadors and distillery managers from 
around the world, all eager to share 
their stories, distillery secrets and an 

array of whisky samples with festival-
goers. Tickets for this event on sale 
at The Strath Wine, Ale and Spirit 
Merchants.

With a history of selling out every 
year, the 2024 festival offers a diverse 
range of ticket options, including addi-
tional masterclasses and grand tastings, 
ensuring accessibility for a broader 
audience.
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TAKE NOTICE THAT in accordance with Sections 464(2) and 467 of the Local Government Act, Council will

consider first reading of Zoning Bylaw, 1992, No. 2050, Amendment Bylaw, 2023, No. 3121, on November

27, 2023 at 7:00 p.m. in the COUNCIL CHAMBERS, ESQUIMALT MUNICIPAL HALL, 1229 Esquimalt Road,

Esquimalt, BC, V9A 3P1.

The proposal will add a Group Children’s Day Care use for the parcel zoned RD-1 (Two Family Residential).

This rezoning will only apply to this parcel. There is currently a Group Children’s Day Care for 8 children on the

property; this rezoning process proposes to legalize that use and add 4 more spaces for a total of 12 children

in care.

Site Location:

Description of Land:

Address: 1234 Juno Street Parcel Identifier (PID): 008-534-748

Legal description: LOT 9, BLOCK A, SUBURBAN LOT 49, ESQUIMALT DISTRICT, PLAN 772

AND FURTHERMORE, TAKE NOTICE that copies of the proposed bylaw, relevant background documents,

and other information related to this application may be reviewed from November 10, 2023, until November

27, 2023, at Municipal Hall, 1229 Esquimalt Road, Esquimalt, BC, V9A 3P1 between 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.,

Monday to Friday, excluding statutory holidays.

Comments on the proposed bylaw may be provided to Council in one of the following ways:

1. Written enquiries and comments submitted bymail or emailmust be received by12:00p.m. onNovember

27, 2023. All correspondence submitted will form part of the public record and may be published in a

meeting agenda. Comments may be submitted by:

• Emailing comments to council@esquimalt.ca

• Mailing or delivering comments to 1229 Esquimalt Road, Esquimalt, BC, V9A 3P1

• Placingwritten comments in the drop box by themain door toMunicipal Hall, 1229 Esquimalt Road

2. Speak to the bylaw changes in person at the public input opportunity during the meeting.

3. Electronic participation may be arranged by contacting Corporate Services prior to 4:30 p.m. on the day of

the meeting at 250-414-7177.
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NOTICE OF FIRST READING

Tickets on sale for Victoria Whisky Festival

Tanara Oliveira

News Staff

Each year, the festival strikes a 
balance between showcasing estab-
lished distilleries and introducing 
newcomers to the scene. The exten-
sive lineup of grand tastings and 
masterclasses reflects the growing 
diversity of whisky enthusiasts, in-
cluding more women and a young-
er fan base.

The highlights for this year’s 
festival include the Lost Distill-
ery Grand Tasting, a special op-
portunity to savour whiskies that 
recreate the flavor profiles of Scot-
land’s most popular spirits from a 
century ago. Additionally, “The 
Great Whisky Debate” returns for 
a second year, presenting a head-
to-head tasting of whiskies from 
Canada, Scotland and the United 
States – allowing the audience to 
determine the champion.

As the whisky industry evolves, 
the festival mirrors the growing 
diversity in its attendees, with 
an increasing number of women 
in distilling and distillery man-
agement roles. The 2024 festival 
proudly boasts the largest number 
of female presenters in its history.

Whisky enthusiasts can look for-
ward to a vast selection of over 
200 drams from 50 distilleries. The 
festival kicks off  on Jan. 18 with 
the Canadian Whisky Awards, rec-
ognizing the finest whisky makers 
and innovators across Canada. The 
event includes an awards presen-
tation and dinner, honoring excel-
lence in distilling with gold, silver, 
and bronze medals in numerous 
categories.

In 2023, the festival raised over 
$40,000 for local charitable orga-
nizations, emphasizing its commit-
ment to community engagement.

“The Festival lineup is reflective 
of what people are interested in. 
Popular distilleries with long histo-
ries are in attendance beside brand-
new distilleries that are trying new 
things,” said Frank Hudson, fes-
tival president and co-organizer. 
“We have a number of independent 
bottlers in attendance who will 
be showcasing unique and often 
limited whiskies. Whisky is very 
personal, and the Festival is where 
people can explore something new 
and different.”

Event held at Hotel 

Grand Pacific


